
tional lacrosse in Europe 
and I believe they found it. 
Thanks to Dorothy Hirsh, 
Sara Benbow and Bohdan 
Fuka, players and umpires 
have had a great opportu-
nity to discuss international 
rules and with Jackson Hee 
we have had even US um-
pire on side. The team fee 
has been set on 1000 EUR 
and the budget has been 
balanced. (accommodation 
and transport excluded) 
Pictures: http://
www.prgsports.com/
image/tid/32  Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/
media/set/?
set=a.101504506313447
46.451887.612139745#!
/event.php?
eid=172740899442249. I 
hope for more Europeans 
events like this. 

~Barbara Bazantova 

I am more than happy to 
inform you about how 
smoothly this year 
Women´s Champions Cup 
in Lenzerheide, Switzerland 
went. All teams from five 
European countries ap-
peared with no problems 
before nine on Saturday 
morning. Games started at 
nine and we finished at six 
oõclock, playing 8 great 
lacrosse games. The final 
was played at 3 pm on 
Sunday afternoon. All re-

sults and game system are 
available at http://
ewcc.pointbench.com/ and 
http://prgsports.com/
node/1225. With five 
teams, six umpires (three 
from the Czech Rep, one 
from US, one English, one 
Swiss), one field and two 
beautiful sunny days all of 
us enjoyed a great tourna-
ment and new lacrosse 
friends. The team from 
Switzerland amazed me 
with their stick skills and 
improvements after each 
game. They look like a solid 
sports team with players 
keen to improve in all la-
crosse skills. The final game 
between the Czechs and 
the English was physical 
and fast with great show of 
good lacrosse level to Swiss 
newcomers. All teams came 
to fight for this Cup and 
learn more about interna-

Womenõs European Championships a huge success! 

If youõve got a great story 
or idea to share with the 
rest of the lacrosse commu-
nity, weõd love to hear 

about it! Tell us!  

Or do you want to get in 
touch with anybody from 

Lax Europe? We help! 

In an effort to keep all our 
members up-to-date, weõre 
initiating a bi-monthly 
newsletter. Every two (ish) 
months, you can expect 
updates from the ELF 
womenõs committee as to all 
the interesting and fun 
events going on in womenõs 

lacrosse in Europe. Weõll 
keep you updated about 
major tournaments, clinics, 
new member associations, 
and what your ELF board 
members are doing to keep 
our favourite sport growing 

across the continent! 
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Dorothyõs Umpire Summer, Part Un 

More about us, I 

əŬɚɤůɧɟɘůɛŬ  and ʣʘʩʢʘʚʦ ʧʨʦʩʠʤʦ  

have been set up at the 
school where Hailey works. 
Sheõs planning on setting up 
a national tournament for the 
girls there. Sheõs already 
noticed an improvement in 
the girlsõ sense of empower-

ment. 

Stay tuned for more up-

dates! 

ELF is happy to welcome 
Greece and the Ukraine to 
the lacrosse family! Anna 
Rita and Hailey (from 
Greece and Ukraine, respec-
tively) have been hard at 
work setting up teams in their 

areas 

Greece has recently started 
up a womenõs lacrosse team. 

Although the team is still 
small, their enthusiasm is 
huge! The ladies plan to re-
cruit players from schools in 
Thessaloniki and maybe even 
have a promotion on the 

local television station. 

This summer, the first summer 
lacrosse camp was held in 
the Ukraine. Girlsõ teams 

the North Pole 

Dorothy also loves to travel. 

Invite her to visit you! 

Contact: um-

pires@europeanlacrosse.org  

Name: Dorothy Hirsch 

Origins: Portland, Oregon 
(USA), now living in London 

(UK) 

Lax Experience: You name it, 

Dorothyõs done it! 

ELF: Womenõs Umpire Coor-

dinator 

Betcha didnõt know: Dorothy 
once had purple hair, but 
wasnõt allowed to keep it in 
case it showed bias to any 

team with a purple uniform 

Dorothy is a motorcycle-
riding librarian who met her 
wife Sara on board a Rus-
sian nuclear icebreaker at 
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An explosion of umpiring 
clinics occurred across the 
continent as well. I happily 
clinic-ed in Austria, England, 
Scotland, Netherlands, Ger-
many (at the Ken Galluccio 
U17 Festival) and a huge 
clinic in Prague during the 
Prague Cup, which was fol-

lowed by an umpire position-
ing tutorial given by Sara 
Benbow (ENG), Anika Alten-
hain and Katha Meier (GER). 
Germany and the Czech 
Republic also sent clinicians 
abroad to Belgium and Swit-

zerland (I believe). 

These are exciting times in 
ELF umpiring world! Working 
this summer with Anika Alten-
hain (GER), Bohdan Fuka 
(CZ), Sara Benbow (ENG), 
Josje Fens (NED), Katha 
Meier (GER), Dani Durr 
(AUS), Barbara Bazantova 
(CZ), Anjulie Von Oetinger 

(GER), and Uli Smid (CH) 
among others, we began 
developing 2 Europe-wide 
umpire ratings to facilitate 
sharing umpires among the 
countries. The proposed EC 
Standard rating would be 
held by those who have ba-

sic skills including familiarity 
with the 3 umpire system, 
solid rules knowledge and 
solid technique. The pro-
posed EC Advanced would 
roughly correspond with a 
traditional òNationaló level 
rating and the holder would 
be able to handle any chal-

lenge that arose. Please 
contact me if you are an 
European umpire interested 
in working on this project. 
(umpires@europeanlacrosse.

org) 
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